Spring Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
WELCOME

to our Spring
newsletter for families, governors
and stakeholders to find out all
about what has been happening
over the past term here at
Hawthorns School!
We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of our
pupils, staff and families all the
very best for Easter.
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INTERACT WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re doing here at Hawthorns School via our Facebook
page and through our weekly blogs. The New Bridge Group Twitter and Facebook
pages also provide regular updates from across the New Bridge family.
We love to see your feedback and comments and look forward to sharing our
activities and adventures with you!
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Dear Families and Friends,
Welcome to our Spring newsletter. It has been great to
welcome everyone back into our school and to see an end
to the many restrictions we have had to endure in recent
times. Certainly, it has felt in school that we have started
to get back into the daily groove and be a complete
school again. Being able to welcome families back into the
building is such a boost to us all – we have missed you!
We have had many challenges in recent weeks – very
high staff absences due to the COVID surge,
exasperating problems caused by builders, and an
overwhelming number of requests to tour and visit the
school from parents who want places for their children
and from other schools to come and learn about some of
the great things that we do for our children.
The staff team at Hawthorns are like no other I have
worked with – they are positive and resilient, they keep
their focus on what and who is important, and no
challenge to the school seems to throw them. This term
has been one of the toughest yet, but they still put in
200% for the children. So, I offer a huge thank you this
term to the Hawthorns team for making sure the children
have what they fully deserve – dedicated, interested and
committed adults who work their hardest for them each
and every day. Our Discovery satellite provision also goes
from strength to strength – Lynsey and her team have
created a distinctly Hawthorns feel to the classes there,
absolutely as we intended.
The many meetings to design all aspects of the new school
have now come to an end, and the next stage sits with
Tameside to prepare for the planning submission. Let’s keep
our fingers crossed that delays are kept to a minimum.
There are more challenges ahead and we are ready for
them – the demand for places is ever more intense, the
plans we have to strengthen our pathways and their
curricular offers grow in their expectations continually,
and the requests for support from other schools for their
SEND pupils become ever more demanding. We will do
our best for every child with SEND that we come across.
The passion we have to support them to fulfil their
potential never dims.
But first a brief rest - have a Happy Easter, Everyone!
Mr C

Spring Forward
Spring has arrived which has provided Holly Class with lots
of learning opportunities to take place outside. We love
our outdoor learning as it gives us a chance to develop our
team working skills alongside our abilities to following
instructions. As well as our outdoor learning, we have also
had several special celebratory and fundraising days
including World Book Day, Red Nose Day and raising money
for the Ukraine humanitarian appeal. As always, Holly Class
have engaged with these days with wholehearted fun,
enthusiasm, and generosity. As Easter approaches, we
look forward to the fun continuing, and the exciting things
on the horizon as we head into the final summer term.

Elder Class –
Spring Term 2022 Report
We have had such a busy Spring Term in Elder Class.
We started the term with work about The Human
Body, before learning about Spring, new life, and the
Easter story. We loved doing writing about Stick Man
and have excelled in our Maths work, including Money
and Time work.
Miss Green and Miss Rutley have been amazing in
supporting the children, who have all worked
extremely hard.
We hope all our children and their families have a
restful Easter break.

Winter Games
This half term Sycamore, Maple, Chestnut and
Willow class have been learning about the
Winter Olympics and Paralympic Games,
including which sports are ice sports and
which are snow sports.
We have also been learning about how people
with disabilities can still take part in sports, with
adaptations. Each week we have tried and
tested alternative ways that we could try some
of the Winter Olympic activities in our very
own hall, including skeleton time trials, using
scoot boards, parachute bobsleigh and scoot
board hockey.
Panat hl on Muti -s kill s Count y Final s
Hawthorns school represented Tameside at the Multi-skills finals,
organised by Panathlon at the Bolton Arena on Tuesday 22nd
March. The 8 children who represented both Hawthorns school
and Tameside were Finley and Calum from Sycamore, Jacob and
Dylan from Maple, Cathal and Jacob from Chestnut and Ellie-Jay
and Haaaziq from Willow. Everyone who took part demonstrated
all the School Games values, which are Teamwork, Self-Belief,
Honesty, Determination, Passion, and Respect. At the end of the
competition, each child received a certificate and medal, which
were presented to the children during our achievers' assembly.
Fundra isi ng
Yel low and Blue Day
On Friday 11th March, the children came to school wearing yellow
and blue to show our support for the people of Ukraine. Everyone
brought in money donations, and we raised the fantastic sum of
£628.53, from both our Audenshaw and Discovery site.
Red Nose Da y
On Friday 18th March, Hawthorns school took part in Red Nose
Day. Each class chose their own theme for the day, including
come to school dressed in your PJ’s, come to school with funny
hair and the more traditional come to school wearing red. The
total amount raised from across both sites was £280.29

Litter Picking
This term, Hawthorns School had a visit from
Nathalie, Drew and Dan from Keep Britain Tidy and
Francis from Eco Schools England. They had come
to get involved with the children from Chestnut and
Willow in a litter pick for the Great Big School Clean.
Francis talked to the children about the dangers of
discarded litter to wildlife and then it was time to
get their gloves on and gather their equipment.
Although it was windy and rainy, the children were
not discouraged and set about clearing up areas of
the forest, wildlife garden and field. After an hour
of litter picking, we got together to compare
rubbish bags.
The children did a fantastic job and have decided to
make litter picking a regular part of Outdoor
Learning.

Chestnuts amazing
adventures
We have had a brilliant term in Chestnut class and all of the adults
are really impressed with all the amazing progress and confidence
that every pupil in Chestnut has made.
We have been brushing up on our money skills, buying and even
working out the change needed. We have continued our number
skills counting in 2s, 5s and 10s! We have been telling the time with
Mr. Wolf developing our understanding of O’clock and half past.
Last half term our topic focus was The Vicious Vikings! we enjoyed
reading ‘How to be a Viking’. We created Viking bracelets and
necklaces out of salt dough and painted them bright colours. We
made shields to protect ourselves from any Vikings raiders. We
finally made some Viking bread and had a Friday feast.
This half term we have focused on Colour Chaos, exploring primary
colours, shades and tints. We recreated some famous works of art
including an abstract self-portrait and an action painting in the
style of Jackson Pollock.
In the forest we put on our wellies and created a Viking longboat
for our big build, using different materials and some amazing
teamwork!

HAZEL
We have had another busy term in Hazel
class! Our topic has been Nursery Rhymes
and we have learnt lots of new rhymes and
songs.
In our Attention sessions we have
progressed to stage 4 where we work on
our independent learning in a table
activity. We have enjoyed our Magic Box
sessions where we are developing our
communication and interaction skills and
we have also introduced a new
Storytelling Box session which we all love.
We have continued our weekly trips to
Hollinwood Soft Play and have also been
cycling this half term. We also have lots of
new PE equipment which we
have had so much fun
using!
We also had a great time
celebrating World Book Day!

Learning about Pirates!
Ahoy there mateys!
Willow class have been fantastic explorers this half term in our
sea explorers topic, learning about all things nautical. Looking
at where and when the Pirates sailed the seas, every Pirate
needs a parrot (of course) so we made some beautiful
feathered friends in one of our many Attention sessions, we
used colourful sentence builders to create a super Pirate story,
celebrated two very famous lady Pirates, we walked the plank
several times in our challenge activities, we made a huge pirate
from just body parts, looked at messages in a bottle and made
our own, we have read and reviewed many Pirate books
including a scratch and sniff story about a Pirate’s smelly feet!
EEEWWW!
We have celebrated so many special days this half term too,
including neurodiversity week which introduced us to Julia,
Sesame Street’s new character on the spectrum, #lotsofsocks
day for down syndrome, red nose day, pancake day,
international women’s day, Mother’s day and a special day
raising money for the Ukraine. Thank you for working so hard
children, see you next half term.

A spooky story week in
Buds class
Buds had a spooky week reading Room on the Broom!
We had lots of magical activities including making
witches brew with spiders and frogs, a special story
massage with Mrs Adderley, and lots of fun Attention
sessions with our class grown ups where we made
magic potions and checked if there was room on the
broom for Buds class!
Buds have been superstars this term; making so much
progress with their communication, play skills and
literacy work. The Buds class grown ups are so
impressed!
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