Spring Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
WELCOME

to our Spring
newsletter for families, governors
and stakeholders to find out all
about what has been happening
over the past term here at
New Bridge School!
We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of our
pupils, staff and families all the
very best for Easter.

INTERACT WITH
US!
You can keep up with what we’re
doing here at New Bridge School via
our Facebook page and through our
weekly blogs. The New Bridge Group
Twitter and Facebook pages also
provide regular updates from across
the New Bridge family.
We love to see your feedback and
comments and look forward to
sharing
our
activities
and
adventures with you!
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Happy Easter all.
It seems only last week when I was saying “Happy New
Year” to everyone and here we find ourselves moving to
the last term of the academic year. As per usual at New
Bridge School, we‘ve been really busy over this term.
In January, we were preparing ourselves for the next
round of Covid and the impact this may have on all parts
of the school. At the end of January, with half an hour’s
notice, we moved into bubbles for 2 weeks. And it’s safe
to say, both children and staff coped with this
remarkably well.
Throughout the term, we have continued to listen to the
voice of our children, via student council. The Council,
through their regular meetings have discussed lots of
issues, including their school environment, school dinners
and thoughts on assessment. On Tuesday 5th April – we
conducted the first face to face meeting of all 3 councils
at New Bridge College. All members of all 3 councils
gathered to share ideas, brainstorm, and celebrate and
share the work they have completed over the last 2
terms. In the summer term – we will be developing this
work alongside the ACE Centre and through our
Communication Works events, which will be hosted at
New Bridge on Thursday 26th May.
In January – we introduced the 3 B’s – Be Ready, Be safe,
Be Respectful. The school was filled with busy bees.
February saw a brilliant training day – where we – as a school
looked at lots of different aspects of our school – from
EHCP’s to moving and handling and behaviour of our pupils.
March was equally as busy with appreciative enquiries on
our present system of assessment, to looking at the
growth of our student numbers and looking at different
aspects of the school improvement. In addition to this
we met with trainee teachers who came to look around
New Bridge as part of their induction to teaching. From
this enquiry, the students listed what they, saw and felt.

And this is what they told us...

What did you hear?
Very positive feedback
Relationships, communications

How did you feel?
Happy
Patience
Calm
Welcoming
Good relationships
Positive
Comfortable
Pride
Calm relaxed, happy
Accommodated
Listened to
Involved
Inspired

What did you see?
Creative ways
Differentiation - steps
Strong relationships
Happy
Respect
TA ‘S
Formative assessment
Emotional well being
The New Bridge family
Constant praise
Students talking, thinking
Need being met
Fun

These remarks sum up New Bridge School.
Our children continue to amaze us, with wonderful work, attitude and resilience.
Whilst this term has been long, New Bridge continues to be such a brilliant place to
be and our blogs continue to show the hard work and fun times we have at school.
We hope all our families and carers enjoy the easter break and return to us, in
April refreshed and ready for the last term of the school year.
Thanks to our staff team, our governors and Trust members for all your hard work
and support this term.
Happy Easter
Mrs Tootill

MESSAGE FROM Cathy Williams, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
On behalf of the governors of New Bridge School, I want to thank parents,
students and staff for all their hard work this term. There has certainly been
a lot going on. It is lovely to see groups being able to mix more and to cooperate on projects. The student councils from the 3 sites are working
together to think about how students are assessed. Students have come
together to raise money for charity and to enhance their learning.
I have followed the progress of the Digit4l trip to Chicago through the blogs.
It was clearly an incredible experience for everyone who took part. It is also
great to see the return of residential trips to Calvert Trust and for DofE.
They are so important for the development of our young people.
I hope everyone enjoys their well
earned break and comes back ready
for more.
Happy Easter
Cathy Williams

Cathy Williams
Chair of Governors

School council

A first face to face School
Council Meeting ...

Mother’s Day
COMS2MFY
have
been
learning about Mother's Day!
We have made our mums and
carers a card and some gifts
to thank them for all they do
for us!
As the sun was out, we went to
the park with Mr Darnbrough.
We had a lovely walk round and
finished it off with a play in the
park. The swings and slides
went down a treat.
We have had another great term in school and hope everyone
enjoys their break for Easter.

Global Money Week
We started the week by recognising the
coins and understanding their value.
We then moved on to adding money and
finding the total amount.
We used a range of concrete resources to
help us understand and cement our
knowledge including Numicon, counters and
real money.
We have also been looking at real life
scenarios where we might need to spend
money in the community.
We have looked at a range of menus and
were given an imaginary amount to spend.
We then chose items from the menu, added
up the total and worked out if we had enough
money in our budget to buy the foods.
We rounded off Global Money Week with a trip to Tesco Failsworth Café, where we put our
new skills into practice by spending real money to buy real items. The lady who served us
was very impressed with our money skills and good manners and she told staff that we had
been a pleasure to serve.
Another member of the public also
commented to staff that 7LMN were a
credit to New Bridge School and said how
well behaved and polite the students were.
Mr Goup, Miss Hollinworth, Mrs Cockcroft
and Mr Cunniffe would like to say a huge well
done to 7LMN and we look forward to taking
them on more trips in the future.

Holiday Club

February half term Holiday Club was a lot of fun!
Swimming, relaxing, messy play and cooking!

Police Visit
In the latest adventures of 9MHF, pupils visited
the Greater Manchester Police Museum.
Pupils have been studying the Victorian period
in their history lessons and have been finding
out about the beginning of the Police Force.
We were welcomed to the museum by the
wonderful Katy who took us on an amazing
journey through the history of the police.
Starting with Robert Peel’s “Peelers” or
“Bobbies” to our modern day police officers...
Jack was able to compare how his Uncle, a
serving police officer today, compares to that
of one of the first real police officers.
We also managed to spot a photograph of our
own Harvey’s great uncle Peter Topping who
was the Detective Chief Superintendent who
lead the search on Saddleworth Moor for the
bodies of Keith Bennett and Pauline Reade
victims of the Moors murderers.
Pupils got to try the many different uniforms on,
as well as exploring an old Police Box.
Pupils got to examine all kinds of police
equipment from the past and present, including
old oil lamps, police batons and a wide array of
handcuffs.
Pupils then got to visit the court and poor Mr.
Richardson got put in the dock!
His defence was rather poor but the generous
Judge Rhys found him to be innocent.
The day was concluded with a little walk around
the gardens in Manchester as we waited for
Alan, our transport manager, to pick us up.
The weather being so glorious, pupils were
treated to some ice creams.

World Book Day
AB4 enjoyed a day of exploring books
and costumes of different characters for World
Book Day.
Our students thoroughly enjoyed the day! We
are looking forward to world book day next year!
7LHA looked at the book ‘What We’ll Build’ by
Oliver Jeffers.
We enjoyed breakfast with a book. We also
talked about why people build things, what sort
of people build things, and what they actually
build!
We also talked about how we build friendships.
We then made a plan to build our own object or
invention.
We described what our object does and how it works. Gracie designed a pamper at home spa
including lemon scented accessories.
We were very impressed.
We then explored different approaches to
construction with problem solving, creativity
and design...
...with jelly beans and toothpicks!
Look at how creative they are!
A lovely strawberry even joined us for World
Book Day!
What a costume!

EHCP Targets
AB2 have been working hard on their EHCP targets throughout
the first two terms.
The targets we have been focusing on are:
• working alongside others
• sharing our resources with another person
• participating in group & individual work
We have been looking at number in maths, where some of us
have been using sensory exploration to place the correct
amount of bricks onto the relevant number cards...
...and some of us have been using Numicon to make
connections between numbers.
This links into how we are continuing to integrate sensory
strategies and activities throughout all our learning so that we
are ready to engage.
We have been using lots of sensory cooking activities and have
really enjoyed making our magic hat cookies, which helped us
to work on our targets as we were able to share each other’s
space and resources, take turns to make the cookie batter and
participate in group and individualised work.
Using technology has also been beneficial to help us engage
and participate with others. We have been using the big
screen, sharing resources, sitting within a group and some of
us have been using the iPad to complete sections of our
learning.
Miss Bingley could not be prouder of the progress made during
the first two terms and she looks forward to seeing how we can continue to work on our EHCP targets and
make small steps of progress with the support of staff and peers.

St Patrick’s Day
9CGD celebrated St Patricks day!
We looked at the origin of St
Patrick and enjoyed various
activities

whilst

listening

instrumental Irish music.

to

National Youth Theatre
The National Youth Theatre of Great Britain have been working with us as part of their Inclusive
Collective Project launched in 2021.
Working with SEN schools in Greater Manchester, West Yorkshire and Leeds they have been
supporting young unemployed creatives to train as inclusive drama facilitators, and over the last
four months, we have hosted four young placements working with students from New Bridge School
and college to explore how drama and theatre can support our learners.
The facilitators have worked with Communication and Lumenus groups to create a film around the
theme of identity. The piece is entitled Carnival of Animals.
They have taken part in drama games, responded to stimulus and created soundscapes. The
movement piece has been filmed to be watched in school next week.

Killer Croc
7LHA have begun a new book in their English lessons, Killer
Croc. They have all been loving the story and have worked on
answering comprehension questions.
Lincoln has independently been using the speech to text
function on his iPad to help with his writing.
To explore the book further, 7LHA have been researching the
continent where the book is set, Africa.
The class have looked at plant roots in science and have planted
their own Osteospermum seeds which is an African flower.
Bailee showed great interest when repotting our classroom plant.

Work Experience
Work Experience!
A group of year 11 students have
been on a work experience placements
with Northern Roots. They have been
learning about environmental and
conservation issues and working hard
creating stag beetle log piles, hedge
rows, lopping branches and litter
picking.
All students demonstrated exemplary
behaviour, attitude and team work
whist representing New Bridge School
and gaining new skills in protecting
natural habitats.
Well done everyone!

Healthy Teeth
7LMN enjoyed a visit from the school
nurses who came to talk to us about how
to keep our teeth healthy.
Everyone had lots of fun taking about
different things we can do to look after our
teeth and how to brush them properly.
We then got busy cleaning the giant set of
teeth and Dennis the dinosaur’s teeth!
Dennis was very cheeky and he kept
nipping our fingers!
We want to say a big thank you to Lisa and
Samantha for visiting our class and
spending time with us, and for introducing
us to Dennis too

Victorian Day

Earlier this term, some of our pupils dressed
up as Victorian School children.
We practised walking around school
in a line, following rules and
listening to instructions.
Back in class, we practised
our handwriting, using ink
and dipping pens. We also did
our
maths
work
on
our
chalkboards.
The children enjoyed dressing up and
learning about what it was like in a
Victorian classroom.

Biscuit Sale
8JFN Biscuit Sale in full force!
Our students were helpful in handling
cash and giving the right change to
other students.
Mr Flanagan, Mrs Shaw and Miss
Childs are so proud of our class for
raising over £65 for Comic Relief
charity, especially as it is our first
ever bake sale as a class!

Draw with Rob
In COMMLIV4MML each week, we do a ‘Draw
with Rob’ to support our fine motor skills
and accuracy with a pencil.
We made a display of these images and sent
them to Rob himself!
Rob is an illustrator of children’s books and
an Author.
Rob sent us a lovely
complementing our work!
Thanks, Rob!

tweet

back

Andy Warhol
KPT have been busy recreating the work of Andy Warhol!
All students were fully engaged and worked extremely hard to
produce brilliant masterpieces.
I am sure you will agree that we have some very talented
artists!

Dragon’s Den
9TAN have been doing some activities for 'Global Money Week'.
We looked at different currencies from all around the world and
made some money collages.
Finally, we were set
a task of being
given £20 each. We
had to come up
with a way of
making a profit.
Miss Anglin and Mrs
Hayat were really
impressed with how
creative our ideas
were!

Science Week
T8HSY have been learning about chemical
reactions and we did a fruit volcano experiment
to demonstrate how mixing citric acid with
bicarbonate of soda creates carbon dioxide.
We also did a second experiment to see if adding
washing up liquid to the mix would create more
bubbles by comparing the two results.
We started by choosing two pieces of citrus
fruit each.
We then used a lolly
stick to mash the
fleshy part of the fruit
and release the juices.

Harry Potter in
AB4

Next, we added food
colouring to both
pieces of fruit and
added washing up
liquid to just one.

We have finished our Harry Potter
theme in English which has enabled us
to complete a wonderful display,
showcasing the students amazing work.

Next, Miss Ball added the bicarbonate of soda
and the students mixed it into the citric acid
with their lolly sticks to start the reaction. The
fruit volcanos started to erupt!

The students thoroughly enjoyed taking
part in the sorting hat lesson where they
were placed in a Hogwarts house.

We then compared the eruptions between the
fruits that had washing up liquid added and
those that didn’t and we found that the washing
up liquid made more of a foamy eruption!
Mrs Cockcroft and Miss Ball were very impressed
with the enthusiasm and engagement of all of
the students and the fantastic volcanos that
they all produced. Well done 8HSY!

We have also enjoyed swimming where
we worked on the students’ water safety.
Our new park to visit this term is Heaton
Park and all the pupils really enjoyed
their first visit and are very excited!

Table Tennis
Our New Bridge team finished 2nd in the
competition winning silver medals!
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