Spring Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
WELCOME

to our Spring
newsletter for families, governors
and stakeholders to find out all
about what has been happening
over the past term here at Spring
Brook Lower School!
We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of our
pupils, staff and families all the
very best for Easter.
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INTERACT WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re doing here at Spring Brook Lower School via our
Facebook page and through our weekly blogs. The New Bridge Group Twitter and
Facebook pages also provide regular updates from across the New Bridge family.
We love to see your feedback and comments and look forward to sharing our
activities and adventures with you!

MESSAGE FROM the GOVERNORS
Once again, we are approaching the end of another term and it has been an
eventful one.
It has been good to be able to visit school occasionally despite the
continuation of the virus and, on behalf of the governors, I would like to
thank all the staff who have worked tirelessly to teach the children and
young people despite the problems that both staff and pupil’s absences have
caused. Thank you!
The term has been busy with children and young people working on projects.
We were especially pleased to see the Lower School young people in the clip
showing themselves talking about the use of their iPads, and how they
support their learning. They appear to have really enjoyed this.
This term has seen a new classroom made to accommodate the children who
were waiting to join the lower school and I am pleased to say that this is now
operational. Well done to the staff who have made this happen.
This term has been busy both at upper and lower schools and the children
and young people have been enjoying a more normal type of term. It has
been encouraging to see them all engaging in outdoor activities and we have
enjoyed seeing photographs of them.
The Governors appreciate and wish to thank the staff and parents for the
hard work which has gone into bringing more normality to the way they are
working. We appreciate your hard work and trust that you will have a very
happy Easter break.

Head of site
This term has certainly been one of highs and lows. It feels like, as
a school, we have been plagued by one outbreak of illness after
another...and the dreaded Covid finally caught up with us, just as
we were hoping we had escaped any large-scale disruption. Finding
ourselves a few weeks back with 70% of our staff positive (&
poorly), as well as many of your children, passenger assistants and
sports coaches, we had to take the regrettable decision to close
two of the seven classes. I'd like to take this opportunity to thank
you all for your overwhelming support and genuine best wishes for
the good health of the staff team - it really meant a lot to know you
were thinking of us when I know you were all having to make
alternative arrangements, so thank you.
However, onto the highs!! Our new classroom finally opened and we
have welcomed into our Spring Brook family seven more children,
who have all made a fantastic start in their new school. It has been
wonderful to see 'old' parents welcoming our 'new' ones outside of
school and we have received some lovely feedback about this. One
'new' parent said it was the first time that they had felt supported,
rather than judged, by other families, when their child was distressed
coming into school. It means so much, so thank you once more. We
really do have the best families.
We are currently looking into some new software, that is app based,
which will allow us to share snippets of your child's day with you,
particularly when it is one of their EHCP outcomes that is being
targeted. Excitingly, it will also mean that you can share progress
you see at home with us too!
Given the events of the last few weeks, and current high levels of
the norovirus infection, we have decided against holding our Easter
Coffee Morning, however, we hope to have one early next half term
instead.
If I don't get to see you personally next week, then please have a
good Easter break and we will see you when we return for our final
term of the year!!
Best wishes,

Miss Thomason

Class 2 Adventures
Class 2’s PE lesson saw Mr Lawrence
introduce them to a very lively and
fun game of Hungry Hippos. As you
can imagine, lots of fun was had by all
and I think the adults might have even
had a go at being the Hippo. They
have also enjoyed a trip to Ogden
Reservoir, which brought with it a
stroll through the woods and along
the reservoir.

Chinese Anyone?

Class 3 celebrated Chinese New Year with a wonderful
banquet. They prepared all the food from scratch, laid
the table, learned to use chopsticks and ate a lovely
meal together. They strung their wishes up in the
Forest School area to create a Chinese Wishing Tree.
The boys had a trip out to the visitor centre and
viewing point at Manchester Airport. One of the boys
is on the brink of receiving his first passport and was
so excited.

Horsing Around!
Four of the boys from Class 4 have
continued to attend Equine Therapy
sessions. I’ve got to say, they have
been so respectful and sensitive with
these beautiful animals. They have
used a stethoscope to listen to the
horses/ponies heartbeats. Role play
has

been

a

popular

choice

at

playtimes – spiderman (well three of
them!) made an appearance, as well
as the cast of Encanto! Tyler and
Sebastian acted this out beautifully they were word perfect.

Crafty Class 5
In

English,

Class

5

have

been

learning about following and writing
instructions. The children followed
instructions to make their own play
dough using flour, salt, oil and water.
They then used their fine motor skills
to mould the dough into some
fabulous dinosaurs!
Cullen has been demonstrating his
engineering skills by building a train
track that he was very proud of!
There has been an abundance of craft
activities, encouraging teamwork and
play skills.

Welcome to Class 8
A lot has happened since our last blog and the biggest development is that our new
classroom is finally open – hurrah!! We have welcomed 7 new children in Class 8 and
I’m pleased to say that they have settled in brilliantly during this past week. Lots of
learning has been going on, both in and out of our classrooms. This hasn’t just been
by the children either! We look forward to updating you all on their progress.
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